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Please Consider  

Giving to Our Year 

End Appeal

On September 23rd, Schi� members and 
guests experienced a delicious farm to ta-
ble dinner prepared by Chef David Felton 
at the spectacular turn of the century man-
sion Blairsden in Peapack-Gladstone. �e 
blustery day began with landscape tours 
led by local historian and Schi� Trustee, 
W. Barry �omson, and Ania Baas, an au-
thority on the original Blairsden landscape 
architect James Leal Greenleaf.

A champagne reception and mansion tour 
was the prelude to a cocktail hour featuring 

period cocktails in the Long Gallery.  Schi� 

President Dr. Marissa McDonnell and fellow 

trustees and co-chairs Robert Osner-Hack-

ett and W. Barry �omson welcomed the 

160 guests with a toast. A gi� of a rare book 

set on the Blairsden architects, Carrière and 

Hastings, was presented to host Anthony 

Melillo in appreciation of his generosity.  

�e theme of the evening was preserva-

tion, conservation and the relationships that 

enable these important endeavors. Perhaps 

Schi� was destined to hold an event at 

Blairsden. �e Williams family, who built 

the manor house Brookrace and owned the 

property that was eventually to become the 

Schi� Nature Preserve and Brookrace neigh-

borhood, were friends of the Blairs who built 

Blairsden. �e Williams held the property 

that was eventually to become Schi� Nature 

Preserve and the Brookrace neighborhood.  

Representatives of Alstede Farms in 

Chester and Sky Acres Winery in Bedminster 
spoke about their environmentally sound 
food and wine production methods. �e 
mouthwatering dinner featuring pasture 
raised beef from River Bend Farms was 
enjoyed in the formal entertaining rooms on 
the main level of the mansion, each with their 
own sweeping view of the Somerset Hills. 
�roughout the evening, guests enjoyed the 
classical music provided by Chester Baroque 
Orchestra and an extensive multimedia 
display of historic items related to Schi� and 
Blairsden. Blair descendent Nick Villa, lent 
his magni�cent oil painting of Mr. Blair’s 
four-in-hand road coach, De�ance, and a 
friend of Schi� brought his 1921 Silver Ghost 
Rolls Royce, adding a touch of elegance. Area 
designers beautifully styled the main �oor 
rooms and exterior with items for purchase 
that evening, donating a portion of the pro-
ceeds to Schi�.

A wonderful evening was made perfect with 
the generous support guests, partners, and 
sponsors, notably Marcella Luxury Living, 
Clem’s Ornamental Iron Works, Mendham 
Capital Management, Turpin Realtors, 
Dentistry of Mendham, and Hans Clothier.

Schiff Natural Lands Trust’s Blairsden  
Fundraiser Exceeds Our Wildest Dreams  
Dr. Marissa S. McDonnell, President and Development and Outreach Committee Chair

 Blairsden

Lauren’s Bench



Schiff’s Summer  
Nature Program  
for Kids Turns 20!!
Schi� ’s 2023 Summer Nature Program celebrat-
ed twenty years of “Wild �ings Happening 

Naturally” with an assortment of trailside 
fun and exploration!  Schi� ’s Summer Nature 
Program o�ers a special experience – born out 
of a commitment to create a community where 
our natural connections to each other and to 
nature prove to be the most vital inspiration for 

summer smiles.  At the same time, the seed of an 
idea to preserve this fragile habitat is planted. 

�e 20th season of SNP continued Schi� ’s 
mission of preservation, education, and 
stewardship with its young people. A medley 
of SNP activities provided the opportunity 
to forge connections with each other, as well 
as the streams, meadows, and woods around 
Schi�. �e SNP tie-dye tradition swirled to life 
with another round of gorgeous t-shirts.  Guest 
speakers from the Morris County Division of 
Mosquito Control, Morris County Parks, and 
Rutgers Master Gardeners helped children 
learn about their environment and the impor-
tance of balance in our local ecosystems. Every-
one sang songs, played nature games, navigated 
the terrain, completed scavenger hunts, built 
shelters, told camp�re stories, picked wineber-
ries, simulated predator-prey relationships, and 
observed wildlife. 

�e program’s long running success is attribut-
ed to our dedicated sta� and the community 
of families who attend and support Schi�. We 
extend a BIG thank you to all who have helped 
make SNP what it is today! We look forward to 
sharing the next twenty years of Schi� ’s Summer 
Nature Program with you. 
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Schiff’s Conservation 
and Stewardship 
Committee at work



The annual Environmental Film Festival 
never fails to inspire, whether the focus is on 
organic farming, ethical questions about eat-
ing meat, or quiet tales of scientists working 
to solve problems! 

�is past June, under a beautiful almost-sum-
mer sky, the event began with the ever favorite 
hayride through Schi�, courtesy of Backer 
Farm, from the Nature Center up to the out-
door “theater” by Wood Badge Lodge.  Guests 
packed snacks and adult beverages, while Schi� 
provided fresh popcorn, water and s’more 
supplies. While waiting for evening to fall, 
we played a few friendly rounds of Schi� and 
nature trivia questions. 

�en, as dusk deepened, the �rst �lm “Won-
der Meadow,” a short by Julia Schnarr, was 
screened. Schnarr, a young �lmmaker, was in 
attendance and discussed how she created the 
�lm and her plans for the future. 

Next came the night’s feature: “Saving the 
Great Swamp.” �is �lm by Scott Morris docu-
ments how a Morris County grassroots move-
ment stopped construction of an airport in the 
pristine natural place that became a federal 
National Wildlife Refuge. �e �lm showcases 
how determined activists can make a di�erence 
right in their own backyards. Guests enjoyed a 
Q&A session with the longtime manager of the 
Great Swamp, Bill Koch.

We are grateful to our sponsors for making this 
event possible: Advanced Eyecare Center; Bailey 
Funeral Home; Breakaway Prep; Headquarters 
Financial Group; and Mikula Web Solutions. 

We hope to see you next year for the 15th 
Annual Environmental Film Festival! Save 
the Date, Saturday, June 1, 2024, for a hike or 
hayride to the event site, followed by an evening 
of inspirational movies that are guaranteed 
to touch your heart, expand your knowledge 
and, perhaps, even motivate you to take action 
within your own community.
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Paving
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2024 WILL MARK THE 40th ANNIVERSARY 
of the incorporation of Schi� Natural Lands Trust 
as a 501(c)(3) non-pro�t, member-supported land 
trust. In 1984, the certi�cate of incorporation set 
forth the mission and purposes of the new organi-
zation, which were:
(1)   To acquire, hold, protect, conserve and 

manage …the property formerly  
constituting the Schi� Reservation.

(2)   To acquire…additional real property… 
for the purpose of increasing the protection 
and enhancement of the natural values of  
the Schi� Tract.

(3)   To conserve, maintain and enhance the open 
space, scenic and recreational values of all real 
property…which this Trust may at any time 
own or hold…and

(4)   To provide opportunities for the general 
public to enjoy…the Schi� Tract and other 
real property…owned… by this Trust.

As we begin our 40th anniversary year, the 
Schi� mission and purposes remain as clear and 
critical as they were in 1984. With the support of 
our members, trustees, and dedicated sta� we have 
stayed true to that mission, making steady and 
signi�cant progress on preserving and restoring 
critical lands while also o�ering a wide variety of 
recreational and educational opportunities to both 
our members and the general public.

Since 1984, we have built an organization that 
now consists of more than 315 members, managing 
four separate nature preserves in Mendham and 
Chester, including our original and our largest tract, 
the Schi� Nature Preserve, the adjacent McVickers 

Brook Preserve, the Mt. Paul Preserve, and the 
Mosle Nature Preserve and Recreation Area. Tra-
versing these preserves are more than 12 miles of 
maintained trails for passive recreational use.

In addition to the lands we manage, Schi� runs 
a wide array of programs throughout the year for 
people of all ages. During just the past year we had 
more than ninety planned events attended in total 
by several thousand people. �ese events included 
the popular Summer Nature Program for kids ages 
6 to 13; our Environmental Film Festival, now in its 
15th year; Music in the Woods, a monthly series of 
concerts from May through October in our wood-
land amphitheater; school �eld trips for kids in 
grades K through 5; a maple sugaring open house 
in the spring; and environmentally themed scouting 
programs for boys and girls in recognition of our 
history as the Mortimer L. Schi� Scout Reservation, 
which formerly served as the national training 
center for the Boy Scouts of America. We provide 
hiking opportunities every day of the year and are 
particularly proud that during the Covid pandemic, 
when most public parks and land preserves were 
closed to the public, Schi� ’s trails remained open.

Planning has already begun for our 40th  
anniversary! Stay tuned to our monthly e-blasts to 
learn more in the coming months. We hope you 
will continue to support Schi� as a member—or 
become one—and be a part of our celebration 
as we honor the wisdom and foresight of our 
founders and acknowledge all that has been 
accomplished during the past four decades to 
preserve and protect our natural environment, 
educate the public, and o�er opportunities to 
learn about and enjoy the natural world.

Schiff Natural Lands Trust  
to Celebrate 40th  

Anniversary in 2024
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